
                                                                                  
 
 
   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

299 ASSOCIATION 
 
 
Affiliated to the AEA, Charity No: 1009201 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
The aims and ideals of this association are decreed as being: 
 
Promoting and maintaining contact with past and present members of 299 Squadron RE. 
Promoting and encouraging such events as may bring pleasure to all members of this association. 
Relieving where practicable any hardship or distress suffered by a member, or dependent(s) of a member of this association. 
Promoting and maintaining contact with the members of 131 Independent Squadron RE; and all other Airborne/Commando association. 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                           W. Dick, (Seadog), 2/8/2002 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Date:  Friday 1st December 2017, at the Minerva 
 
Members Present: D. Barker, M. Beardshaw, B. Bilton, J. Brooks, G. Coe, T. Cunningham, W. Drayton, A. Foster,   
R. Franklin, C. Gadd, R. Gill, D. Hines, A. Irwin, A. Kitching, J. Mace, M. Maddison, A. McGlynn, D. Meekin, F. Pougher,  
L. Ransom, G. Ratten, P. Robson, K. Saddington, C. Shillito, P. Sims, B. Steele, A. Stimpson, R. Swatman, Mart.Tindle,   
A. Weldon, C. Wilcock. 
 
Apologies: F. Gray, A. Costello, S. Saxby, J. Thompson, C. Henrickson, T. Walker, C. Walker, M. Holdsworth, G. Beaumont 
N. Cooper, J. Duffy, C. Duggan, A. Green, P. Hairsine, S. Hoyle, A. Lee, C. Lickiss, K. Robinson, S. Saxby, D. Skolyes,  
L. Smith, D. Harvey.  
 
Guests: Pauline Meekin, (Dave’s lovely wife), Ben Frazer, (a soldier of the special kind) and Benny Bridges, (Ex Hull City  
Footballer, soldier and a good old life-time friend of 299).  
 
Secretaries apology: I inadvertently left Mike Maddison off the members present list on last month’s minutes, he said; “he 
was hiding in the corner” now that’s some corner.! Sorry Maddy. 
 
Welcome and ‘Roll Call’   
 
The Chairman Chris Shillito welcomed all present then opened a well-attended meeting (31) considering the weather 
conditions by asking Dave Hines to recite the EXHORTATION, that famous verse from Laurence Binyon’s poem “To the 
Fallen” News just broken on the loss of Lindsey Love ex 1st Batt Para Regt. & 299 Squadron Para Eng., still short on details. 
 
Minutes from the last meeting were proposed as a true record?    
 
Proposed by – Frank Pougher 
Seconded by – Glenn Ratten 
 
Treasure’s Report:  The Treasurer Martin Tindle struggled to give an accurate breakdown on the association’s finances 
because there are still outstanding checks to be accounted for after the Gala dinner event, he was hoping to have it stitched 
up by now. He reminded the meeting that he is taking monies for Arnhem 2018, putting some cash down is the only sure way 
of reserving a place. 
Thanks to the efforts of Tony Foster & Dave Hines a total of £45 was put into this associations coffers this evening, Tony by 
using his photographic skills had produced a Remembrance Day portrait along with a disk of snaps taken from the day’s 
events, and Dave produced another great, association calendar for 2018 using a selection of photos and a lot of computer 
skills, this again is an outstanding example of dedication and unselfish giving, something that we all can enjoy, many thanks 
to them both.  



Correspondence:  incoming since the last meeting. 
 
Kev. Saddington: message Bd. 5/11/2017. Fella’s, around 1985, we, (299 Troop), built a floating APB that successfully got 3 
CDO over the Vaser, (I think it was the Vaser), this had never been done before and got the regulars out of their pits to see 
how it’s done. My question is this; does anyone have the photos that used to hang in the 299 bar of this event? Particular the 
one with the ‘Jolly Roger` flying, that myself and Mike Beardshaw made, if so, I would like to get some copies made. 
 
Chris Shillito: message Bd. 9/11/2017, Gentlemen, Remembrance day parade on Sunday 12th November 2017, form up in 
Pease Street, Anlaby Road, opposite the `Tigers Liar` pub at 10.00 hrs. Dress; Blazers Berets, (green or red), association tie 
and medals. Try to attend please, and show 299’s respect at the Cenotaph. A few members are turning up at the Cenotaph 
on Saturday 11/11.2017 Armistice Day to mark the 11th hour, our Standard will be present. 
 
Mike Holdsworth: message Bd. 10/11/2017.  Posted funeral details for Ian Butler & Roy Hicks. 
 
Chris Shillito: message Bd, 13/11/2017. Brilliant Remembrance Day Parade yesterday, a record turnout of 42, well done to 
some of our older lads for braving a very cold day in showing respect at the Cenotaph.  A special thanks to our wreath layers 
Dave Barker & Terry Cunningham who did a great job for us, very smart & good drills. Then a well-earned drink at the 
Minerva with a buffet laid on by Tony Weldon & big John Thompson. We were joined by 299 Para Sqn, `just one big 
family` 
Two presentations were handed out, one to the family of Colin Woodward as a thank you for his service to 299 Association 
as our leading standard bearer over the many years, and to Tony Weldon for outstanding service to the association, also a 
big thank you to Sophie & the girls at the Minerva for making the day run smoothly, a great day with good friends. 
 
Elain Thompson (nee Woodward), message Bd. 14/11/2017. To Chris & all at 299, Marion (Woody) and family would like 
to thank you all for the very unexpected & thoughtful gift you gave to us on Remembrance Day. 
Colin is greatly missed every day and is still loved by us all so much. It was lovely that you all remembered him in this way,  
 
THANK YOU AGAIN, LOVE TO YOU ALL, MARION AND FAMILY. 
 
Tony Kitching: message Bd. 14/11/2017.  Very sad news just in, an old ex 299 man died last week, (Tuesday 7th) Lindsey 
Love, ex 1 Para Regt & 299 Para Sqn RE, his son has already gone back to Australia, it had to be a quick funeral with no 
contact link to 299, he had been ill for some time and will be sadly missed RIP. 
A very popular member of the Squadron during the late 60’s. 
 
Chris Shillito: message Bd, 22/11/2017. Five 299 Association men attended the Funeral of ex 131 Master Chef S/Sgt Roy 
Hicks in Birmingham on Monday the 20th November. 38 Squadron men turned out to give Roy a good send off. A big thanks 
to Simbo for carrying the standard, and Tony Kitch for driving us down there, we picked up Gary Coe & Bud Oldfield on 
route. Well done all concerned for supporting our ex 301 Bro’s and paying our last respects to Roy. 
 
John Tommo: (the younger good looking one): message Bd. 23/11/2017. Just an update on one of our members, Paul 
(Hairy) Hairsine, he had a serious heart attack whilst out running last weekend, luckily for Paul there was a passer-by to 
help, otherwise he would have been in serious trouble, he was taken to hospital, straight into surgery, (all very successful), 
and Paul is on the mend, he was let home on Tuesday, (21st), “can’t keep a good soldier down” this was a massive shock to 
him and the family and we wish a speedy recovery, and all our support. GET WELL SOON HAIRY. 
 
John Tommo: message Bd: 23/11/2017. Saddy, that picture of the APB is in the Hull Troop bar mate, (or it was when I left). 
 
Shady O’ Grady: message Bd: 23/11/2017. Hairy – I hear you have been up to things just to get sympathy and a rest! 
You can’t go for a run and come in an ambulance! Glad to hear you are OK and keep well old pal xx. 
 
Mr K. D. Parfitt: message Bd: 23/11/2017. Hairy, shocked & really sorry to hear about your misadventure, but glad to hear 
that you are on the road to recovery. Take it easy Recce, and fingers crossed you are back on your feet soon. Cheers Karl. 
 
Alan Lee: message Bd: 23/11/2017. Hairy so pleased to hear you’re on the mend and I would like to add a really big THANK 
YOU for showing all our wives and girlfriends what happens “when you close the sweat shop” and the consequences for old 
stags, jump back on it buddy, don’t take it easy, it doesn’t help, lol. 
 
Chris Shillito: message Bd. 24/11/2017. On behalf of the 299 Association, we wish you all the best and are very glad you 
are on the mend. Take it steady pal, we will see you in the Minerva soon, we hope. 
 
N/B: Paul Hairsine, or “Hairy” as he is commonly known, handed his kit in during 2013 after reaching the rank of SSM with 
299 Squadron, he had completed over 30 years’ service, both red & green, lately showing interest in the association as a way 
of maintaining his many friendships gained throughout his 299 career. His civilian occupation as a Bricklayer has seen him 
move into a management & estimating role with all the pressures and responsibilities that comes with it. Paul is a family man, 



very popular, and much respected by all, as observed by the many messages of good will. He joined this year’s Arnhem 
Pilgrimage and marched with the association on Remembrance Sunday, and for those psychic’s amongst you, how about 
this, whilst talking to Paul at the assembly point for the Remembrance parade, his Afghanistan campaign medal fell from its 
mounting, leaving the ribbon and mounting bar still on its rack, you will make of this what you like, but was this a sign from 
the dark side? For any more thoughts & discussions on this matter please consult Billy Drayton, but do not forget to cross 
his palm with silver!  
We all wish Paul a speedy recovery, and for ease of recording I will group the next lot of messages together: posted on the 
association’s message board during 24/11/2017. 
 
Shaun Allen: Hairy, hope you’re feeling better after your incident. I always thought jogging was bad for you. 
 
Maddy: Hi Paul, speedy recovery and all the best. 
 
Neil Busby: Attention seeker! Get back on your feet soon Hairy, hope you feel better quickly. All the best Buz. 
 
Matt & Juliet: Sorry to hear about your visit to hospital Paul, thankfully you are on the road to recovery. Sending best wishes 
to you and your family. Take care, hope to catch up again at Remembrance next year.  
 
Heppy: Hairy, sorry to hear the news – hope you recover soon. Anyway, I heard the story that you were on the 19th hole of 
the golf course and it was your round! Take it easy and if you need anything let me know. 
 
Dean Ideson: Sorry to hear about your recent visit to hospital Paul – next time you go for a run let me know & I will bring the 
boiled rat pack sweets. Hope you are on the mend and have a speedy recovery buddy. Take care of yourself you shirker.  
 
Message board: 26/11/2017 
 
Paul Dughan: Just heard the news Hairy! You’ll do anything to not finish a run! Hope they are looking after you pal. Best 
regards and get well soon from the 299 US of A contingent! 
 
Rich Carr: Hairy, sorry to hear the news but great to hear you’re on the mend! You’ll have to let us know what all those right 
things were, so we can avoid them! Take care fella and keep smiling! 
 
Adam Frame: Sorry to hear about your recent issue Paul, I know you’ll fight it and get back on top in no time, All the best 
Adam. 
 
PAUL HAIRSINE: Thanks for all the get well wishes, banter and abuse. A real tonic just when I needed it. I have had the 
temporary pacemaker removed and two stents fitted, it came as a bit of a shock as I thought I was doing all the right things. I 
might as well have gone on a six months bender and had the same effect with a lot more fun. I am informed that I will make a 
full recovery. See you all soon, thanks again, Hairy.  
 
Gary Coe: message Bd: 27/11/2017. Gents; Councillor Harrison is asking for volunteers from this association again. It’s to 
help with the building of a `Santa’s Grotto` at the Ash Plantation, North Brandsholme on Wednesday 6th December, this is 
for the disadvantaged children living in the area, and for most it will be the highlight of their Christmas. 
Hull City Council applauds the commitment that 299 Association gives for its fellow citizens, also acknowledging that the 
people from this association never fail to give their time. It will be an early start ~ 9am, but any time given would be gratefully 
received. For further details ring Gaz on 01757 268188.  
 
Gary N:  message Bd: 28/11/2017. Hairy – I hope I’m not in the next bed to you when I next go in, so get well soon or I’ll be 
after your boots. 
 
Cam Baldry: message Bd: 29/11/2017. Hairy, sorry to hear that you’ve been unwell recently. I hope that you get better soon 
mate! 
 
Chairman’s Comments:  
 
Chris informed the meeting that we have managed to secure bookings for next year’s (2018) Arnhem trip at the same cost as 
this years` £290p/p. The cost should not exceed this figure, but may come down a little, it all depends on the numbers 
wanting to go, therefore can I urge you all to get your names down if you are interested, with a deposit, ASAP, the deposit is 
refundable up until monies have to be paid out for the ferry/rooms/bus, (we will let you know when that time comes), May 
2018 at the AGM is when the full amount is required, or if you are uncertain at this point, take your name off the trip and get 
your money back, we cannot be more flexible. It will be the same hotel: Fletcher Hotels Doorwerth, we have tried for hotels in 
the city centre of Arnhem and for that week end you can double the price, it’s the same in Nijmegen and they’re always 
booked up a full year in advance, thus making it impossible for this year at the very least 



The dates for 2018 are as follows: Thursday 20th Sept. overnight ferry, returning to Hull on Monday morning 24th Sept after an 
overnight sailing, this gives you all a full 10 months’ notice in booking your time off from work/wife or both, is it enough? 
Surely shift patterns are not set in stone this early! Nobody would ever get any time off for a holiday. 
 
Martin (Treasurer) is already collecting money from those who wish to pay in instalments and is always ready to take your 
deposit, (cheques payable to 299 Association), DOB & PASSPORT No’s will be required for booking the ferry. We have 
organised this trip ourselves, (no carrier), therefore we can guarantee a better bus than the last trip and we are crossing to 
Rotterdam, just 1.5hrs from Osterbeek, no more travelling 6hrs from Zeebrugge. We cannot include any name on the list 
without a deposit, therefore if you want to go, please make a commitment now.   
 
Roy Hicks Funeral: Some of the benefits to come from this sad occasion was the meeting up with our old friends from 301 
Squadron, `the Brums` these friendships have stood the test of time, many going back for 50-60 years. This group attending 
from 299 Association were more than willing to show their respect for Roy, as we all served with him, but just as important is 
the fact that we have offered this association`s support for our friends and comrades from way back, never to be forgotten. 
 
This occasion gave us all a chance to take part in a voluntary health check, and it’s not good reading, time is wreaking havoc 
on many of us, knees, hips, backs, sugar, heart, also including the big `C` just to mention a few small problems, the one thing 
that’s still intact in bucket loads, is the spirit, we must allow for one or two of us having managed to maintain our youthful 
good looks..! 
 It’s a real thumbs up for `Bunny Brown` he is in remission and looking good, razor-sharpe and getting mobile again, great 
news and looking forward to their Christmas Dinner on the 2nd December.  
 
Hull City Council are asking this association for volunteers to help develop the children’s `Santa’s Grotto` on the North 
Brandsholme Estate, the work is not hard and you are well looked after, (fed & watered). I am appealing to those who can 
spare a little time for this worthwhile activity, the project is run on a totally voluntary basis and is taking place on Wednesday 
6th December at the `Ash Plantation` for further details contact: Gaz 01757 268188 or Sheggs 01482 806690.  
 
The “Roll of Honour “board is filling up far too quickly, Paul Sims is our custodian and informed the meeting that a new board 
will be required in the not too distant future. This opened up a debate on its location, over the last few years its home has 
been on the wall of 1 Troop 299 Squadron bar, another board may well be too much for this small bar, The owners of the 
Minerva has given permission for boards to be fixed in the meeting room, although this is open to the public, the Ship Inn at 
Dunswell was mentioned, Jonno Palmer the land lord is a trusted associate member of this association, or a WW2 museum 
somewhere down Whitefriargate in Hull city centre, the consensus this evening was for the Minerva, but I would like you all to 
consider any options and voice your opinions please, Paul will contact the architectural craftsman for the manufacture of 
another board by using CANARY JOINERY CO LTD “everything done on the cheap” 
 
Matters arising: Thought you may be interested in this, it’s taken from the AGM minutes of the Scottish Branch of the AEA. 
 
General Service Medal with South Arabia Clasp – “Eoghann Maclachlainn has not yet received the GSM for his 1965 
Aden Camp where he was wounded in action. John Donaldson has it in writing from the MoD that he is due this medal and 
will again contact the MoD on Eoghann’s behalf for an explanation” Outrageous treatment from the establishment.. 
 
Items from members: Craig Gadd addressed the meeting with news of the many congratulations received by this 
association after the success of the Gala Dinner, a brilliant letter of thanks from Tim VK of Chatham amongst many. 
He went on to propose a donation of £200 for the Veterans Breakfast Club of Hull, this was put to the meeting with a 
unanimous decision to donate. 
Terry Cunningham brought news from our Donny members with a lot of positives on their many health issues. 
 
Simbo’s Bus Stop: winner this month Pete Robbo. 
 
Web site address:  www.299association.com 
 
 
Next Meeting: To be held at the Minerva on Friday 5th January 2018, Corporation Pier, Hull, at 20.00hrs. 
 
 

With nothing more to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting by 
wishing all a very MERRY CHRISTMAS & A HAPPY NEW YEAR. 
 

 
PS: I have attached 299’s annual report to these minutes because they never made the AEA 
Journal deadline. 



 

                        



 



                                 

 
 
 

Remembrance Sunday 12/11/2017 at the `Minerva` 
 
A good mixture of 299 Squadron, association members, friends & families. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


